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2017 Medical Research Innovation
Conference Draft Program Released

Join the conversation by registering to attend our 2017 Conference. Early
bird registrations are currently open and will close on 20 October 2017.
Places are strictly limited and it is recommended to register early to make
sure you don't miss out.
Sponsorship opportunities are still available. More information can be found on
our website here. More information on our four themes can be found below in

our website here. More information on our four themes can be found below in
this newsletter.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2017
APPLICANTS
We wish to thank all applicants who
submitted an expression of interest as part
of our 2017 grant round. The quality and
breadth of proposals received was
exceptional and made it a difficult task for
our Research Advisory Committee (RAC)

NFMRI 40th Anniversary
Celebration & Awards Dinner,
22 Nov 2017, Sydney

NFMRI 2017 Medical Research
Innovation Conference, 21-22
Nov 2017, Sydney

to shortlist.
We are currently in the process of
reviewing the final applications and we
expect to make final announcements later
this year at our 40th Anniversary Dinner.
In the meantime, we encourage
researchers interested in NFMRI support

2017 AusBiotech Conference,
25-27 Oct 2017, Adelaide

Philanthropy Meets Parliament
Summit, 11-12 Sept 2017,
Canberra

to subscribe to our newsletter as we will
be making some additional funding
announcements later this year.

LSQ's GENE 2017, 20 Oct
2017, Brisbane

NFMRI's 40th Anniversary

NFMRI's 2017 Medical Research

Celebration & Awards Dinner is
taking place on the 22 Nov. 2017

Innovation Conference is taking
place later this year

Speaker request form
NFMRI is happy to consider
opportunities to present at research
institution and university events to
outline the Foundation's processes

outline the Foundation's processes
and strategy, with a view to assist
applicants to improve their grant
submission success rates. We are
able to discuss topics such as what
funders are looking for, how to better
engage with industry and venture
capital

amongst

many

others.

NFMRI is particularly interested in
helping

organisations

and

other

funders support the advancement of

2016 NFMRI Annual
Report

biomedical innovations and get them
translation/commercialisation ready.
Those interested should complete

Our 2016 Annual Report is available for

our

speaker

request

form.

A

download and includes case studies and

representative of NFMRI will be in

highlights of our current and past

touch shortly after the request is

research projects.

received.

2017 NFMRI Medical Research and Innovation
Conference
21-22 November 2017 | Australian National Maritime Museum | Sydney, NSW

The program will cover the following four themes:
Theme 1 – Political pillars: working with all levels of government
As the largest ‘elephant’, Government has great influence and the ability to prioritise,
accelerate and support medical research innovation. Whilst governments may have
different priorities, programs and initiatives, they are still on the same dance floor as
other key stakeholders. Taking up so much of the dance floor means others need to
work out how and where they can shine. This theme will explore the challenges and
opportunities of working with government and provide an opportunity for delegates to
have their say.
Theme 2 – Navigating amongst the elephants
Universities, venture capital, pharma and industry can also be elephants; they are
big, each play significant roles, but navigating successfully between them and
getting them to dance together and with smaller players can be complex. By working

effectively and strategically, smaller players can maximize the benefits from each of
the ‘elephants’. This theme will delve deeper into the what, the how and the why
that drives our elephants and demonstrate how smaller players can dance together
with them to achieve success – all without being ‘trod’ on.
Theme 3 – Pathways through the jungle
Charities, trusts and foundations are generally independent, smaller players.
However, they can achieve significant impact by leading change, finding new
pathways and doing the things that are difficult, if not impossible, for the elephants to
do. They have the ability to be flexible, identify issues within their communities and
influence change to improve the ecosystem. This theme will discuss how the not-forprofit sector can harness connections and maximize impact.
Theme 4 – To waltz or to tango?
The common denominator with philanthropists is that they want to make a
difference. How this is achieved varies between individuals. This theme will provide
an opportunity to hear from some of Australia’s most influential donors and learn
more about their motivations and desires, how they dance with elephants and other
smaller stakeholders and ultimately what it takes to work successfully with them.

Please click here to register now or click here to see our speaker profiles.
This conference is possible thanks to generous support from our supporters:

Conference Partner

Session Sponsor

Founded in 1977, the National Foundation for Medical Research and Innovation will
celebrate its 40th Anniversary in November 2017.

Join us to celebrate NFMRI's 40th Anniversary and
Awards Night!
To celebrate this milestone and the Foundation’s continuing support for medical
research, NFMRI will be holding a celebratory dinner and awards night at the
Australian National Maritime Museum in the evening of Wednesday, 22nd November
2017.
At this event we will showcase some of Australia’s up-and-coming research
innovations, celebrate our past and current achievements and make some exciting
funding and social impact announcements, including our grants and awards
commencing in 2018.
Whether you are someone with an interest in medical breakthroughs, new
innovations and research, building an effective ecosystem or someone who wants to
make a difference, we look forward to welcoming you.
On the night, you will have the opportunity to connect with eminent leaders from
business, government, research and philanthropy.
Table registrations are now open on our website. Individual tickets are available for
purchase via EventBrite here
The cost per table is $2,200 incl. GST and individual tickets are $250 incl. GST.
We hope you can make it and look forward to seeing you then.

Recent "Thinking Out Loud" blog posts
Measuring research impact: Part 2 - influencing behaviour
Australia's innovation efficiency is a wicked problem needing a solution
Bridging the valley-of-death to create a path to successes: a case for publicly-funded
drug discovery
Measuring research impact: Part 1, which hat are you wearing?

Measuring research impact: Part 1, which hat are you wearing?
Maximising robustness and reproducibility in research
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